












Annual Hydroseeding

Sometimes in the fall, around Halloween, we spray seeds of wildflowers and flowering perennials onto open 

spaces in medians across Greenbrae. Look for the green slurry of seeds, mulch, and fertilizer sprayed from a 

huge truck onto our islands. Within the mulch are a broad variety of spring and summer flowering annuals 

and perennials. Every spring, the show of flowers is stronger as species take hold and sow their seeds, too. 

We’ve increased the seed count of the most successful plants to date and added some new shade-tolerant and

butterfly-attracting species and others from areas similar to microclimates and conditions across Greenbrae. 

We do not include any grasses in our mix to minimize potential ‘fuel’ for fire on our hillsides and islands.

Each median and hillside has unique characteristics of exposure, soil depth, and rock. So, from the same mix 

of seeds, each area uniquely germinates and establishes itself. Some areas blossom with many species. In other 

areas we see only a few (or no) species germinating and growing to size. Yet, overall the number of wildflowers 

is increasing and many new areas are flowering as never before. Our most significant successes are along the 

Sir Francis Drake frontage and along Almenar, Bretano, and Via la Cumbre—streets with large open hillsides. 

We will continue to seed these areas as well as Via Cheparro, Via Navarro, Via la Paz, and Via Barranca and 

hope to see an even better show of flowers everywhere in coming years.

If you are interested in seeding your property, some of the species most successful to date are Clovers (in 

various colors, good for drawing nitrogen out of the air to the soil); Calendulas; California Poppy; Coreopsis; 

Farewell-to-Spring; Gazania; Lupines; Pride of Madeira; Tidy tips; Baby Snapdragon; Shasta Daisy; and Yarrow. 

These are ‘common names’ and you can find them in the Sunset ‘Western Garden Book.’

Designing a Sustainable Community Landscape

For those of you new to Greenbrae, our ‘plant palette’ 

and landscaping philosophy include native trees and 

shrubs (e.g., oaks, red buds, Manzanitas, Matilija 

Poppies) and other plants (e.g., rosemary, Australian 

Fuchsia, Plumbago, Lemonade Berry) well adapted to 

our soils and environment—including our climate, 

deer, insects, and fungi. Plants are placed and selected 

according to many seasonal factors including flower 

color and size, leaf form and colors, and the size and 

density of the tree or shrub when mature (to provide 

some privacy yet retain views). 

A major objective is to enhance our landscape with beautiful plantings that require only limited maintenance 

and irrigation once established. This controls maintenance costs, frees up resources (e.g., money and irrigation 

water) for other improvements, and helps to ensure landscaping that flourishes and matures for generations to 

come. Other objectives include protection of heritage trees, safety of pedestrians and vehicles, and mitigation 

of fire hazards.
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Pruning

The past summer and winter, we pruned many heritage trees along curbs and in medians. This includes trees 

planted by Greenbrae’s developers, such as Sycamores and Silver Maples, as well as native and planted Oaks, Bays, 

and Pines. The purpose is to preserve the trees by removing dead and dying branches, to create a strong branch 

structure to minimize structural failures, to ensure long-term beauty and safety, and to direct growth away from 

traffic into the islands. We credit the systematic, professional pruning and monitoring of our community trees 

for the quite limited branch and tree failures in recent winters compared with the past.

Curbside trees are pruned to similar principles and we aim to develop canopied roads. If you want to see how 

well this approach is working, take a stroll or drive the Eliseo entrance, Corte Morada or the 1st block of Bretano 

Way. (Manor Road is an exception—PG&E ‘directionally prunes’ the sycamores to keep growth out of the power 

lines and the trees don’t have the natural canopied look we have developed on Corte Morada and Bretano Way.) 

Remember: if you have curbside heritage trees, do not prune them. GPOA does it professionally to create a 

consistent neighborhood look.

We also prune out diseased and dying branches on small and large shrubs throughout our medians. Older, 

disfigured and highly woody shrubs are pruned to the ground to rejuvenate them. At first, this creates gaps. 

Healthy plants rejuvenate with fuller fountains of growth. This helps keep our hillsides green and growing and 

eliminates fuel that would readily burn in the undesired event of a hillside fire.

Please feel free to let us know what you think—at GPOA’s hot line, 461-7338,via your Block Captains, and at 

landscaping@greenbrae.org. We love to hear the compliments as well as the issues and suggestions.. Have a 

happy and healthy spring and 2010!

Scott Sherman




